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Domestic Violence Basics: Terms, Research, and 
Statistics for Improving Safety in Child Support 

Introduction   
 
Domestic violence (DV) is a complex and multifaceted social, public health, and criminal 
justice problem. Several different legal, societal, and research-based terms are often 
used to describe this type of violence. Statistics used to describe this type of violence 
vary based on what is measured and the data source. However, the SAVES Center 
recommends as a best practice to cite the most recent national statistics using the 
primary data source. These citations are provided at the end of this document.  

  

Domestic Violence and Related Terminology  
• Domestic Violence (DV) – The Federal Office of Child Support Services (OCSS) 

defines DV as a pattern of assaultive or coercive behaviors that may include physical, 
sexual, emotional, psychological, verbal and economic attacks that are used against 
an intimate partner to achieve compliance from or power and control over them.1 

o Some common types of DV and the behaviors defined as DV are described in 
further detail below. The power and control wheel shown below further 
illustrate the various tactics that abusers use to maintain power and 
control over their intimate partners.2 

• Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) – Violence occurring between current or former 
intimate partners, including spouses, boyfriends/girlfriends, dating partners, and 
ongoing sexual partners, which is used to gain power and control over another 
person.3 

• Differences between DV and IPV – Some definitions of DV take a broader approach   
referring to violence occurring between family members, household members, or 
current/former intimate partners.4,5 In contrast, IPV is a more specific definition 
referring only to violence committed between current or former intimate partners.  

• Differences between Victim and Survivor – The terms victim and survivor are often 
used interchangeably to discuss the individual(s) who is or was being harmed. Using 
the word “survivor” is preferred by some DV experts and may help to promote 
feelings of empowerment, improve self-esteem, and aid in healing experiences.6 

The SAVES Center has developed this resource to provide common domestic 
violence terminology, statistics, and relevant research, along with the supporting 
references for child support professionals when developing training, resources, 
making policy decisions and designing programs to ensure safe access to child 
support for survivors of domestic violence. 
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However, when speaking to the person who was or is being harmed the terminology 
used should always match how they describe themselves.  

• Perpetrator/Abuser/Batterer: These terms can be used interchangeably to describe 
the person responsible for causing harm to the victim. Survivors and advocates often 
refer to these individuals as the “person who causes harm.”  

• Common Types of DV   
o Physical violence – Involves physically hurting or attempting to hurt another 

individual, using physical force. Examples include behaviors such as hitting, 
kicking, pulling hair, choking, suffocating, burning, or slamming an individual 
against an object.3 

o Sexual violence – Rape, being made to penetrate someone else, sexual 
coercion, and unwanted sexual contact. 3  

o Stalking – A pattern of harassing or threatening tactics used by a perpetrator 
that is both unwanted and causes fear or safety concerns in the survivor. 3  

o Psychological aggression – Expressive aggression (such as name calling, 
insulting or humiliating an intimate partner) and coercive control, which 
includes behaviors that are intended to monitor and control or threaten an 
intimate partner. 3  

o Economic abuse – Abuse that occurs when one partner interferes with their 
partner’s ability to “acquire, use, and maintain economic resources.”7 For 
example, one partner may control the financial resources in the household or 
prevent another partner from seeking or maintaining employment.7  

o Reproductive control – The attempt to dictate reproductive decisions for a 
partner.8 “Stealthing,” or removing a condom during sex without a partner’s 
knowledge, is an example of this type of victimization.8  

o Harm to pets and destruction of property – Harm to an individual’s pet or the 
destruction of personal property, often done to inflict psychological harm.9 

o Other controlling behaviors – May include the abusive partner isolating the 
victim from their family and friends to maintain domination and control.9  
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Domestic Violence Research and Statistics  
Various sources describe the prevalence of DV in the general population and safety 
within the child support system. The below sections detail this violence using commonly 
cited research and statistics.  

Prevalence of Domestic Violence 
• Nearly 1 in 2 women (47.3%) and 

more than 2 in 5 men (44.2%) 
reported experiencing DV (contact 
sexual violence, physical violence, 
and/or stalking) at some point in their 
lifetime.10 
 

Source: Domestic Abuse Intervention Programs. (n.d.). Power and Control Wheel. Duluth, MN: Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Programs. Retrieved from https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wheels/ 
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• Among female victims, 72.3% reported that 
their first victimization by an intimate partner 
occurred before age 25.10  
o Of those victims more than 1 in 4 were 
victimized before age 18. 10 
 

 

• Among male victims, 62.1% reported that their first victimization by an intimate 
partner occurred before age 25. 10 

o Of those victims, 1 in 5 were first victimized before age 18. 10 
• In the U.S., 2 in 5 women (41.0% or 51.2 million) experienced DV (contact sexual 

violence, physical violence, and/or stalking) during their lifetime and reported at least 
one DV-related impact as a result. DV-related impacts include being fearful, 
concerned for safety, experiencing post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms, being 
injured, needing medical care, needing help from law enforcement, missing at least 
one day of work, or missing at least one day of school. 10 

• Among U.S. men, 1 in 4 (26.3% or 31.1 million) experienced DV (contact sexual 
violence, physical violence, and/or stalking) during their lifetime and reported at least 
one DV-related impact (listed in the previous bullet) as a result. 10 

Safety in the Child Support System  
• A pilot study conducted in 12 districts in New York 

state found that approximately 40% of parents 
applying for child support disclosed a safety concern 
with the other parent on the case.11 

• A study in Texas of in-hospital Acknowledgement of 
Paternity (AOP) signers found that 37% of parents in 
the child support system had a domestic violence 
concern on their case.12  

• Up to 93% of survivors who disclose having 
experienced DV report wanting the other parent to 
pay child support.13 

• The birth of a child, the establishment of a child 
support order, and child support enforcement 
activities can all be triggers for violence.14  

Impact of Domestic Violence  

DV is associated with several adverse economic consequences.  

• Based on 43 million U.S. adults with IPV victimization histories, the per-victim cost 
was $103,767 for women and $23,414 for men resulting in a total of $3.6 trillion 
over the lifetime of these victims. 15  
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o Of this total $3.6 trillion, approximately 
$2.1 trillion (59%) was estimated in medical 
costs, $1.3 trillion (37%) was lost due to 
reduced productivity for victims and those 
who cause harm, $73 billion (2%) went to 
the criminal justice system, and $62 billion 
(2%) was used for costs such as victim 
property damage or other losses.15 

 

 
 

• Survivors on average report losing 4.9 work productivity 
days due to DV.16 

• One of the primary reasons that DV survivors stay with or 
return to an abusive partner is financial dependence. Two-
thirds (67%) of survivors surveyed said that they stayed 
longer than they wanted or returned to an abusive 
relationship because of financial concerns, such as not 
being able to pay bills, afford rent/mortgage, or feed their 
family.17 
90% of survivors surveyed indicated that public benefits 
are either ‘very much’ (78%) or ‘somewhat’ (13%) 
important for being able to provide basic necessities for 
their family.17  
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